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On the World Elephant Day which fell on August 12, an interesting piece of news grabbed
headline of the Malayala Manorama newspaper.It read "Recognizing an elephant at a glance
and remembering elephant stories",the theme of which centred around a bank manager who



memorized and studied indepth about 150 elephants." Our quest out of curiousity came to
fruition upon coming across an young banker hailing from Ashramam,kollam.

This young man, who rose to fame through some news channels back then, is whom we are
about to acquaint you all with through this column,this week.

Sarath Ashramam,

Kerala Gramin Bank,

Feroke Chungam Branch.

Born to Mr. Babu who retired from the Department of Education, Kavadippuram,Ashraamam
and Mrs Beena,a house wife,Sarath had his schooling at St. Mary's School, Uliyakovil from KG
Class to Class Il and there after at Devamatha in Class four and in Trinity Lyceum till Class 10. He
did his Plus two at TKM Public School.Chances were slim to participate in competitions during
his school days. However, he used to win prizes in instrumental music competitions and as such
exploited whatsoever opportunities he came across.

Sarath began learning mridangam at the age of six, under the tutelage of Shri Mulankadakam
Bhasi at Jawahar Bala Bhavan in Kollam.His debut performance was at Sri Krishna Jayanthi
celebration at the famed Sri Krishnaswamy Temple located at Ashramam.His magical fingers
played well commensurate with the rhythm of the divine music of the singer, Shri Kollam
Sivan.Sarath's still feels excited when he thinks about it.

Although he later got the opportunity to play Mridangam at events hosted by Residents
Associations and at bank's celebrations,the performance he likes the most is the musical feast
he presented along with Chathannoor Deepu before his family and friends at the Ashramam
Temple during a festive season.

After completing his Plus Two, Sarath joined Younus College of Engineering where he didn't get
much opportunity to nurture his talents since he was in the mechanical engineering
department. However he drew inspiration from his teachers at the bank coaching centre where
he enrolled for realising his dream of a career in banking.

Sarath joined State Bank of Travancore in 2015 and later joined Kerala Grameen Bank as a
probationary officer in in 2016 after getting through another examination. His first assignment
was at the Valancherry branch.He got transferred to Ramanattukara branch in 2019 and is
presently working at Feroke Chungam branch in Kozhikode.

Although Sarath loved drawing since childhood, he started learning it from Jawahar Bal Bhavan.
The theme of his drawings were mostly elephants.He having had a father who was an elephant
lover,by instinct, had an inclination towards elephants.

When he recollected his childhood memory of spending the amount he got as Vishu Kaineetam
for the purpose of climbing on the back of an elephant,at the age of six,his eyes gleamed.

Since childhood, it was his hobby to collect information and pictures about elephants. He
studied indepth about the traits of elephants.Just looking at an elephant's picture Sarath can tell
its height,age, name, who owns it, and in which place it is from.

Sarath has travelled extensively to places like Mudumalai, Muthanga, Kottur, Kodanad, Konni,
Guruvayur and Paravur, to amass more knowledge about elephants.He sets aside time to visit
home towns of famous elephants and meet them.

Sarath has been active in our troll group since 2017. He throws light on problems encountered
with by the bank employees through his trolls.He shares his concern that those are not being
much paid heed to in the group. But Sarath recalls that he received tremendous responses for a
troll which pertained to the health issues of bank employees. Even the 'Uppooppa-Kochumakan'
series, is a sequel to these trolls.

Sarath presents the interviews of Shri Suresh Gopi,Shri.MG Sreekumar and Shri Mohanlal
through reels in a way which is really appealing.He who has not learnt classical music devoted



almost five hours of preparation in the making of the video of lip movement for the song'
Swaminatha Paripalaya'..from the movie 'Chithram'

His curiosity is so relentless that he treasures the autographs of many of the celebrities whom
he came across with before the times of mobiles and selfies.

The founder of Sankeerthanam Publications Shri Ashraamam Bhasi is his uncle.Sarath has made
his interview the subject of reels.

Sarath's sister is Dr. Swathi, who holds a doctorate in biotechnology and is presently doing
research in the field. Swathi's collection of poems "Mithayikavithakal" was released on August
13. Her husband, Deepak Subramanian, works at Merck and they have a two year old son,
Ryansh.

Sarath believes that TB is a friend who awakens the poetic feeling in the minds of those who do
not write poetry. He lives in Kollam with his parents and his better half,Abhaya Mohan who
holds a BEd degree.

Talented Bankers Community wishes Sarath all the best in the days to come.May he keep on
exciting us with his trolls,reels and unwavering love for elephants.



